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13“Enter by the narrow gate. For the 
gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many.  

14For the gate is narrow and the way 
is hard that leads to life, and those 
who find it are few.  
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The Sermon on the Mount ends with 
four warnings offered in pairs: 

 
(1) Two Gates / Ways (13-14) 
(2) Two Trees (15-20) 
(3) Two Claims (21-23) 
(4) Two Foundations (24-27) 

 
All deal with: 
 

• Kingdom of Heaven 
• Righteousness 
• A Choice 
• Eternal Judgment 

 

Two Ways  

–Common in Jewish 
Literature: 

• Deut 30:19 
• Ps 1 
• Jer 21:8 

Compare with  
Luke 13:22-30  
 

Two Gates / Ways 
 

Questions for Discussion: 

(1) What is the wide gate/way? 

 

(2) What is the narrow gate/way? 

 

(3) Why is the wide gate/way enticing? Why is the wide gate/way easy? Why do 
many enter or follow? (Ecc 2:1-11) 

 

(4) What things make the narrow gate hard to enter? What makes the narrow way 
hard to travel? Why do few enter or follow? (Mt 5:10–12, 44; 10:16–39; 
11:11–12; 24:4–13; Acts 14:22; 2Ti 3:10-13; Jam 1:2-12; Lk 14:25-33) 

 

(5) Where does the wide gate/way lead? (Mt 25:31-46; 1Ti 6:9; Ex 23:2; Prov 
14:12; Jud 21:25)  

 

(6) Where does the narrow gate/way lead? 

 

KJV’s “strait” is from 
Lat. strictum, “narrow”; 
nothing is said about 
gate or road being 
“straight,” despite the 
modern phrase “straight 
and narrow”  
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Compare	With	
	
Luke	13:22–30	(ESV)		
22	He	went	on	his	way	through	towns	and	villages,	teaching	and	journeying	toward	Jerusalem.	23	
And	someone	said	to	him,	“Lord,	will	those	who	are	saved	be	few?”	And	he	said	to	them,	24	
“Strive	to	enter	through	the	narrow	door.	For	many,	I	tell	you,	will	seek	to	enter	and	will	not	be	
able.	25	When	once	the	master	of	the	house	has	risen	and	shut	the	door,	and	you	begin	to	stand	
outside	and	to	knock	at	the	door,	saying,	‘Lord,	open	to	us,’	then	he	will	answer	you,	‘I	do	not	
know	where	you	come	from.’	26	Then	you	will	begin	to	say,	‘We	ate	and	drank	in	your	presence,	
and	you	taught	in	our	streets.’	27	But	he	will	say,	‘I	tell	you,	I	do	not	know	where	you	come	from.	
Depart	from	me,	all	you	workers	of	evil!’	28	In	that	place	there	will	be	weeping	and	gnashing	of	
teeth,	when	you	see	Abraham	and	Isaac	and	Jacob	and	all	the	prophets	in	the	kingdom	of	God	
but	you	yourselves	cast	out.	29	And	people	will	come	from	east	and	west,	and	from	north	and	
south,	and	recline	at	table	in	the	kingdom	of	God.	30	And	behold,	some	are	last	who	will	be	first,	
and	some	are	first	who	will	be	last.”		
	
Two	Ways	
	
Deuteronomy	30:19	(ESV)		
19	I	call	heaven	and	earth	to	witness	against	you	today,	that	I	have	set	before	you	life	and	death,	
blessing	and	curse.	Therefore	choose	life,	that	you	and	your	offspring	may	live,		
	
Psalm	1	(ESV)		
1	Blessed	is	the	man		

who	walks	not	in	the	counsel	of	the	wicked,		
nor	stands	in	the	way	of	sinners,		

nor	sits	in	the	seat	of	scoffers;		
2	but	his	delight	is	in	the	law	of	the	LORD,		

and	on	his	law	he	meditates	day	and	night.		

3	He	is	like	a	tree		
planted	by	streams	of	water		

that	yields	its	fruit	in	its	season,		
and	its	leaf	does	not	wither.		

In	all	that	he	does,	he	prospers.		
4	The	wicked	are	not	so,		

but	are	like	chaff	that	the	wind	drives	away.		

5	Therefore	the	wicked	will	not	stand	in	the	judgment,		
nor	sinners	in	the	congregation	of	the	righteous;		

6	for	the	LORD	knows	the	way	of	the	righteous,		
but	the	way	of	the	wicked	will	perish.		

	
Jeremiah	21:8	(ESV)		

8	“And	to	this	people	you	shall	say:	‘Thus	says	the	LORD:	Behold,	I	set	before	you	the	way	of	
life	and	the	way	of	death.	
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KJV	–	Narrow	/	Strait	
	
Matthew	7:13–14	(KJV	1900)		
13	Enter	ye	in	at	the	strait	gate:	for	wide	is	the	gate,	and	broad	is	the	way,	that	leadeth	to	
destruction,	and	many	there	be	which	go	in	thereat:	14	Because	strait	is	the	gate,	and	narrow	is	
the	way,	which	leadeth	unto	life,	and	few	there	be	that	find	it.		
	
KJV’s	“strait”	is	from	Lat.	strictum,	“narrow”;	nothing	is	said	about	gate	or	road	being	“straight,”	
despite	the	modern	phrase	“straight	and	narrow”		
	
Why	is	the	wide	gate/way	enticing?	Why	is	the	wide	gate/way	easy?	Why	do	many	enter	or	
follow?	(Ecc	2:1-11)	
	
Ecclesiastes	2:1–11	(ESV)		
1	I	said	in	my	heart,	“Come	now,	I	will	test	you	with	pleasure;	enjoy	yourself.”	But	behold,	this	
also	was	vanity.	2	I	said	of	laughter,	“It	is	mad,”	and	of	pleasure,	“What	use	is	it?”	3	I	searched	
with	my	heart	how	to	cheer	my	body	with	wine—my	heart	still	guiding	me	with	wisdom—and	
how	to	lay	hold	on	folly,	till	I	might	see	what	was	good	for	the	children	of	man	to	do	under	
heaven	during	the	few	days	of	their	life.	4	I	made	great	works.	I	built	houses	and	planted	
vineyards	for	myself.	5	I	made	myself	gardens	and	parks,	and	planted	in	them	all	kinds	of	fruit	
trees.	6	I	made	myself	pools	from	which	to	water	the	forest	of	growing	trees.	7	I	bought	male	and	
female	slaves,	and	had	slaves	who	were	born	in	my	house.	I	had	also	great	possessions	of	herds	
and	flocks,	more	than	any	who	had	been	before	me	in	Jerusalem.	8	I	also	gathered	for	myself	
silver	and	gold	and	the	treasure	of	kings	and	provinces.	I	got	singers,	both	men	and	women,	and	
many	concubines,	the	delight	of	the	sons	of	man.		

9	So	I	became	great	and	surpassed	all	who	were	before	me	in	Jerusalem.	Also	my	wisdom	
remained	with	me.	10	And	whatever	my	eyes	desired	I	did	not	keep	from	them.	I	kept	my	heart	
from	no	pleasure,	for	my	heart	found	pleasure	in	all	my	toil,	and	this	was	my	reward	for	all	my	
toil.	11	Then	I	considered	all	that	my	hands	had	done	and	the	toil	I	had	expended	in	doing	it,	and	
behold,	all	was	vanity	and	a	striving	after	wind,	and	there	was	nothing	to	be	gained	under	the	
sun.		
	
What	things	make	the	narrow	gate	hard	to	enter?	What	makes	the	narrow	way	hard	to	travel?	
Why	do	few	enter	or	follow?	(Mt	5:10–12,	44;	10:16–39;	11:11–12;	24:4–13;	Acts	14:22;	2Ti	
3:10-13;	Jam	1:2-12;	Lk	14:25-33)	
	
Persecution	
	
Matthew	5:10–12	(ESV)		

10	“Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	for	righteousness’	sake,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	
heaven.		

11	“Blessed	are	you	when	others	revile	you	and	persecute	you	and	utter	all	kinds	of	evil	
against	you	falsely	on	my	account.	12	Rejoice	and	be	glad,	for	your	reward	is	great	in	heaven,	for	
so	they	persecuted	the	prophets	who	were	before	you.		
	
Matthew	5:44	(ESV)		
44	But	I	say	to	you,	Love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	persecute	you,		 	
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Matthew	10:16–39	(ESV)		
16	“Behold,	I	am	sending	you	out	as	sheep	in	the	midst	of	wolves,	so	be	wise	as	serpents	and	

innocent	as	doves.	17	Beware	of	men,	for	they	will	deliver	you	over	to	courts	and	flog	you	in	their	
synagogues,	18	and	you	will	be	dragged	before	governors	and	kings	for	my	sake,	to	bear	witness	
before	them	and	the	Gentiles.	19	When	they	deliver	you	over,	do	not	be	anxious	how	you	are	to	
speak	or	what	you	are	to	say,	for	what	you	are	to	say	will	be	given	to	you	in	that	hour.	20	For	it	is	
not	you	who	speak,	but	the	Spirit	of	your	Father	speaking	through	you.	21	Brother	will	deliver	
brother	over	to	death,	and	the	father	his	child,	and	children	will	rise	against	parents	and	have	
them	put	to	death,	22	and	you	will	be	hated	by	all	for	my	name’s	sake.	But	the	one	who	endures	
to	the	end	will	be	saved.	23	When	they	persecute	you	in	one	town,	flee	to	the	next,	for	truly,	I	
say	to	you,	you	will	not	have	gone	through	all	the	towns	of	Israel	before	the	Son	of	Man	comes.		

24	“A	disciple	is	not	above	his	teacher,	nor	a	servant	above	his	master.	25	It	is	enough	for	the	
disciple	to	be	like	his	teacher,	and	the	servant	like	his	master.	If	they	have	called	the	master	of	
the	house	Beelzebul,	how	much	more	will	they	malign	those	of	his	household.		

26	“So	have	no	fear	of	them,	for	nothing	is	covered	that	will	not	be	revealed,	or	hidden	that	
will	not	be	known.	27	What	I	tell	you	in	the	dark,	say	in	the	light,	and	what	you	hear	whispered,	
proclaim	on	the	housetops.	28	And	do	not	fear	those	who	kill	the	body	but	cannot	kill	the	soul.	
Rather	fear	him	who	can	destroy	both	soul	and	body	in	hell.	29	Are	not	two	sparrows	sold	for	a	
penny?	And	not	one	of	them	will	fall	to	the	ground	apart	from	your	Father.	30	But	even	the	hairs	
of	your	head	are	all	numbered.	31	Fear	not,	therefore;	you	are	of	more	value	than	many	
sparrows.	32	So	everyone	who	acknowledges	me	before	men,	I	also	will	acknowledge	before	my	
Father	who	is	in	heaven,	33	but	whoever	denies	me	before	men,	I	also	will	deny	before	my	
Father	who	is	in	heaven.		

34	“Do	not	think	that	I	have	come	to	bring	peace	to	the	earth.	I	have	not	come	to	bring	peace,	
but	a	sword.	35	For	I	have	come	to	set	a	man	against	his	father,	and	a	daughter	against	her	
mother,	and	a	daughter-in-law	against	her	mother-in-law.	36	And	a	person’s	enemies	will	be	
those	of	his	own	household.	37	Whoever	loves	father	or	mother	more	than	me	is	not	worthy	of	
me,	and	whoever	loves	son	or	daughter	more	than	me	is	not	worthy	of	me.	38	And	whoever	does	
not	take	his	cross	and	follow	me	is	not	worthy	of	me.	39	Whoever	finds	his	life	will	lose	it,	and	
whoever	loses	his	life	for	my	sake	will	find	it.		
	
Matthew	11:11–12	(ESV)		
11	Truly,	I	say	to	you,	among	those	born	of	women	there	has	arisen	no	one	greater	than	John	the	
Baptist.	Yet	the	one	who	is	least	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	greater	than	he.	12	From	the	days	of	
John	the	Baptist	until	now	the	kingdom	of	heaven	has	suffered	violence,	and	the	violent	take	it	
by	force.		
	
Matthew	24:4–13	(ESV)		
4	And	Jesus	answered	them,	“See	that	no	one	leads	you	astray.	5	For	many	will	come	in	my	
name,	saying,	‘I	am	the	Christ,’	and	they	will	lead	many	astray.	6	And	you	will	hear	of	wars	and	
rumors	of	wars.	See	that	you	are	not	alarmed,	for	this	must	take	place,	but	the	end	is	not	yet.	7	
For	nation	will	rise	against	nation,	and	kingdom	against	kingdom,	and	there	will	be	famines	and	
earthquakes	in	various	places.	8	All	these	are	but	the	beginning	of	the	birth	pains.		

9	“Then	they	will	deliver	you	up	to	tribulation	and	put	you	to	death,	and	you	will	be	hated	by	
all	nations	for	my	name’s	sake.	10	And	then	many	will	fall	away	and	betray	one	another	and	hate	
one	another.	11	And	many	false	prophets	will	arise	and	lead	many	astray.	12	And	because	
lawlessness	will	be	increased,	the	love	of	many	will	grow	cold.	13	But	the	one	who	endures	to	the	
end	will	be	saved.		
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Acts	14:22	(ESV)		
22	strengthening	the	souls	of	the	disciples,	encouraging	them	to	continue	in	the	faith,	and	saying	
that	through	many	tribulations	we	must	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.		
	
2	Timothy	3:10–13	(ESV)		

10	You,	however,	have	followed	my	teaching,	my	conduct,	my	aim	in	life,	my	faith,	my	
patience,	my	love,	my	steadfastness,	11	my	persecutions	and	sufferings	that	happened	to	me	at	
Antioch,	at	Iconium,	and	at	Lystra—which	persecutions	I	endured;	yet	from	them	all	the	Lord	
rescued	me.	12	Indeed,	all	who	desire	to	live	a	godly	life	in	Christ	Jesus	will	be	persecuted,	13	
while	evil	people	and	impostors	will	go	on	from	bad	to	worse,	deceiving	and	being	deceived.		
	
Trials	
	
James	1:2–12	(ESV)		

2	Count	it	all	joy,	my	brothers,	when	you	meet	trials	of	various	kinds,	3	for	you	know	that	the	
testing	of	your	faith	produces	steadfastness.	4	And	let	steadfastness	have	its	full	effect,	that	you	
may	be	perfect	and	complete,	lacking	in	nothing.		

5	If	any	of	you	lacks	wisdom,	let	him	ask	God,	who	gives	generously	to	all	without	reproach,	
and	it	will	be	given	him.	6	But	let	him	ask	in	faith,	with	no	doubting,	for	the	one	who	doubts	is	
like	a	wave	of	the	sea	that	is	driven	and	tossed	by	the	wind.	7	For	that	person	must	not	suppose	
that	he	will	receive	anything	from	the	Lord;	8	he	is	a	double-minded	man,	unstable	in	all	his	
ways.		

9	Let	the	lowly	brother	boast	in	his	exaltation,	10	and	the	rich	in	his	humiliation,	because	like	a	
flower	of	the	grass	he	will	pass	away.	11	For	the	sun	rises	with	its	scorching	heat	and	withers	the	
grass;	its	flower	falls,	and	its	beauty	perishes.	So	also	will	the	rich	man	fade	away	in	the	midst	of	
his	pursuits.		

12	Blessed	is	the	man	who	remains	steadfast	under	trial,	for	when	he	has	stood	the	test	he	will	
receive	the	crown	of	life,	which	God	has	promised	to	those	who	love	him.		
	
Cost	/	Human	Nature	
	
Luke	14:25–33	(ESV)		

25	Now	great	crowds	accompanied	him,	and	he	turned	and	said	to	them,	26	“If	anyone	comes	
to	me	and	does	not	hate	his	own	father	and	mother	and	wife	and	children	and	brothers	and	
sisters,	yes,	and	even	his	own	life,	he	cannot	be	my	disciple.	27	Whoever	does	not	bear	his	own	
cross	and	come	after	me	cannot	be	my	disciple.	28	For	which	of	you,	desiring	to	build	a	tower,	
does	not	first	sit	down	and	count	the	cost,	whether	he	has	enough	to	complete	it?	29	Otherwise,	
when	he	has	laid	a	foundation	and	is	not	able	to	finish,	all	who	see	it	begin	to	mock	him,	30	
saying,	‘This	man	began	to	build	and	was	not	able	to	finish.’	31	Or	what	king,	going	out	to	
encounter	another	king	in	war,	will	not	sit	down	first	and	deliberate	whether	he	is	able	with	ten	
thousand	to	meet	him	who	comes	against	him	with	twenty	thousand?	32	And	if	not,	while	the	
other	is	yet	a	great	way	off,	he	sends	a	delegation	and	asks	for	terms	of	peace.	33	So	therefore,	
any	one	of	you	who	does	not	renounce	all	that	he	has	cannot	be	my	disciple.		
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Where	does	the	wide	gate/way	lead?	(Mt	25:31-46;	1Ti	6:9;	Ex	23:2;	Prov	14:12;	Jud	21:25)		
	
Destruction	
	
Matthew	25:31–46	(ESV)		

31	“When	the	Son	of	Man	comes	in	his	glory,	and	all	the	angels	with	him,	then	he	will	sit	on	his	
glorious	throne.	32	Before	him	will	be	gathered	all	the	nations,	and	he	will	separate	people	one	
from	another	as	a	shepherd	separates	the	sheep	from	the	goats.	33	And	he	will	place	the	sheep	
on	his	right,	but	the	goats	on	the	left.	34	Then	the	King	will	say	to	those	on	his	right,	‘Come,	you	
who	are	blessed	by	my	Father,	inherit	the	kingdom	prepared	for	you	from	the	foundation	of	the	
world.	35	For	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	food,	I	was	thirsty	and	you	gave	me	drink,	I	was	a	
stranger	and	you	welcomed	me,	36	I	was	naked	and	you	clothed	me,	I	was	sick	and	you	visited	
me,	I	was	in	prison	and	you	came	to	me.’	37	Then	the	righteous	will	answer	him,	saying,	‘Lord,	
when	did	we	see	you	hungry	and	feed	you,	or	thirsty	and	give	you	drink?	38	And	when	did	we	see	
you	a	stranger	and	welcome	you,	or	naked	and	clothe	you?	39	And	when	did	we	see	you	sick	or	
in	prison	and	visit	you?’	40	And	the	King	will	answer	them,	‘Truly,	I	say	to	you,	as	you	did	it	to	one	
of	the	least	of	these	my	brothers,	you	did	it	to	me.’		

41	“Then	he	will	say	to	those	on	his	left,	‘Depart	from	me,	you	cursed,	into	the	eternal	fire	
prepared	for	the	devil	and	his	angels.	42	For	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	no	food,	I	was	thirsty	
and	you	gave	me	no	drink,	43	I	was	a	stranger	and	you	did	not	welcome	me,	naked	and	you	did	
not	clothe	me,	sick	and	in	prison	and	you	did	not	visit	me.’	44	Then	they	also	will	answer,	saying,	
‘Lord,	when	did	we	see	you	hungry	or	thirsty	or	a	stranger	or	naked	or	sick	or	in	prison,	and	did	
not	minister	to	you?’	45	Then	he	will	answer	them,	saying,	‘Truly,	I	say	to	you,	as	you	did	not	do	it	
to	one	of	the	least	of	these,	you	did	not	do	it	to	me.’	46	And	these	will	go	away	into	eternal	
punishment,	but	the	righteous	into	eternal	life.”		
	
1	Timothy	6:9	(ESV)		
9	But	those	who	desire	to	be	rich	fall	into	temptation,	into	a	snare,	into	many	senseless	and	
harmful	desires	that	plunge	people	into	ruin	and	destruction.		
	
Just	Because	the	Many	Do	It	Doesn’t	Make	it	Right	
	
Exodus	23:2	(ESV)		
2	You	shall	not	fall	in	with	the	many	to	do	evil,	nor	shall	you	bear	witness	in	a	lawsuit,	siding	with	
the	many,	so	as	to	pervert	justice,		
	
Just	Because	It	Seems	Right	To	Me	Doesn’t	Make	it	Right	
	
Proverbs	14:12	(ESV)		
12	There	is	a	way	that	seems	right	to	a	man,		

but	its	end	is	the	way	to	death.		
	
Judges	21:25	(ESV)		
25	In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel.	Everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes.		


